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Finds him in hope for her sake favourable,
A gracious son by wedlock; hear me then
Thou likewise, if with no faint heart or false
The word I say be said, the gift be given,              440

Which might I choose I had rather die than give
Or speak and die not.   Ere thy limbs were made
Or thine eyes lightened, strife, thou knowest, my child,
'Twixt God and God had risen, which heavenlier

name

Should here stand hallowed, whose more liberal grace
Should win this city's worship, and our land
To which of these do reverence ; first the lord
Whose wheels make lightnings of the foam-flowered

sea
Here on this rock, whose height brow-bound with

dawn

Is head and heart of Athens, one sheer blow         450

Struck, and beneath the triple wound that shook
The stony sinews and stark roots of the earth
Sprang toward the sun a sharp salt fount, and sank
Where lying it lights the heart up of the hill,
A well of bright strange brine; but she that reared
Thy father with her same chaste fostering hand